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Namib Desert Express, Namibia 
 

Itinerary 

Day 1: You will be met on arrival at Windhoek 

International Airport. 

Meet the rest of your riding group for dinner. A 

Namibia Horse Safari Company representative will 

brief the group about what to expect during your 

adventure. 

Overnight at Thule Hotel, (Gorges Street, Windhoek. 

Tel: +264 61 371 950). www.hotelthule.com  

The following is a sample itinerary to be used as a 

rough guideline of how the days might pan out. 

Usually you can expect to ride for between around4 

and 8 hours each day, covering 30-40kmover varied 

terrain. The route, overnight stops and hours in the 

saddle can change, but always with your best interests 

in mind.  

Day 2 

After an early breakfast, begin your journey into the 

desert (approximately 6 hours) with a dramatic drop 

off the escarpment. Lunch will be en-route. 

Arrive in camp mid-afternoon. There will be time to 

orientate yourself, meet the crew and the horses and 

relax watching a magnificent Namib sunset. 

 

During the ride the landscape changes all the time and 

the pace quickens where the terrain allows. This 

shortened itinerary is the fastest part of the usual 10-

night Namib Desert ride, but with an additional camp 

at the remarkable Bludkuppe, a huge granite outcrop 

which glows red at sunset. 

 

Day 3 and 4 

Good going affords some faster-paced riding on the 

wide plains of the Namib. Dry watercourses, 

distinguishable by the long lines of acacia trees, are a 

much favoured resting place of giraffe, springbok and 

oryx.  

 

As you approach the coast, the plains become more 

arid and strange shapes form and disappear in 

mirages. Dinosaur-like plants - the gnarled 

Welwitschia Mirabilis - tell of a land of great antiquity 

and of tremendous solitude. 

 

Days 5 and 6 
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The Swakop River basin has eroded a truly ancient 

geology (600 million years old) exposing a bizarre 

moon-like landscape.  

 

Curious black ridges of dolerite intrusions form 

whalebacks on the hills surrounding the river basin.  

 

Camp for one night in the river basin before finally 

reaching the sea with a last canter along the beach.. 

 

Overnight at Alte Brücke , (6 Windhoek St, 

Swakopmund. Tel: +264 64 404 918). 

https://altebrucke.com/  

Day 7 

After breakfast say goodbye to your guides and the 

staff who have helped you along the way.  Continue 

your holiday plans in Namibia or be transferred back 

to Windhoek, a journey of c.5 hours. Flights should 

depart Windhoek 15:00 or later.  

Accommodation 
The first and last nights are spent in lodges, but the 

nights in between are basic camping. 

For the camping nights a tent is pitched for you at 

sunset if you want it. However many people choose to 

forego the tent and to take their camp bed to a quiet 

spot and sleep under the stars, which is a unique and 

wonderful experience.  

Your swag (canvas bag) contains a sleeping mat, duvet 

and pillows). Additional quilts and covers are available 

so please do ask for these if you are feeling cold at 

night. 

 

The luggage is transported by trucks and the riders 

meet the back-up vehicles at the camps. On most 

nights a shower is set up so that you can wash off the 

dust. 

A single tent can usually be erected and single rooms 

are possible on the two nights spent in lodges (subject 

to availability) and a supplement is payable for this.  

 


